NEW ECHS Spotlight — Cimarron Early College Academy

“Realizing Individual Potentiall”

Q: What was the draw to the EEDW Project for Cimarron Early College Academy?

A: We jumped on the EEDW Project because it fits CECA's goals. Our students need real-world
tech skills, and this project lets them get their hands dirty with actual IT work while they're still

in high school. Plus, they can earn those valuable certifications that'll help them land jobs or get
ahead in college. It's exactly the kind of practical learning experience we want for our Kids.

Q: What value do you see in the EEDW project for Cimarron Early College Academy?

A: The value is huge for us. Our students are getting certifications that really mean something in
the real world. They're earning college credits too, which is a big deal for our early college
model. We're also building some great relationships with local businesses, and our teachers are
getting amazing professional development opportunities. It's really creating a win-win situation
for everyone involved.



Q: The town of Cimarron is known for its hospitality business; how does IT apply to that

pathway for your students who choose this as a career path? Also, how would IT apply to

your students who select healthcare, agriculture, law enforcement, education, civil service,
etc.?

A: Let me tell you, IT is everywhere these days. Take our hospitality industry—our local hotels
and restaurants need people who can handle their booking systems, manage customer data, and
run their social media. It's not just about greeting guests anymore.

The same goes for healthcare—everything's digital now. From patient records to telemedicine,
our students heading into healthcare need to be tech-savvy. Our future farmers are using GPS
and digital monitoring systems. Law enforcement deals with cybercrime and digital evidence.
Teachers need to know their way around educational technology. Even civil service jobs require
strong IT skills for managing public records and providing digital services. The cool thing is, no
matter what career path our students choose, the IT skills they're learning through EEDW will
give them an edge. Technology is just part of the job now, no matter what field you're in.

Q: How do you see IT growing as a pathway at Cimarron Early College Academy in the
next five years?

A: I'm really excited about where we're heading with this. We're planning to add more advanced
certifications as technology keeps evolving. We want to start a student-run IT help desk—great
hands-on experience right there. We're looking at bringing in more local tech professionals as
mentors, and we're definitely going to keep up with emerging tech like Al.

The big picture is creating more real-world opportunities for our students. Whether they're
headed to college or straight into a career, we want them ready for whatever comes next. And
with technology changing so fast, we'll keep adapting our program to make sure our students
have what they need to succeed.



